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 Based on the scripture Joel 2:28b, “Your old men shall dream dreams, your 
young men shall see visions”, the Joel Committee was formed.   The committee 
prayerfully reflected on:  God’s call for our church in scripture; our strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and risks; our past membership and attendance 
statistics; demographic information for our county; the needs of our community and 
church; and the implications for our staff and facilities.   
 
MEMBERSHIP AND AVERAGE ATTENDANCE STATISTICS 
 
Year  Membership  Worship  Sunday School 
 
2003        873       307    151 
2004        820       270    142 
2005        776       270    138 
2006        785       297    147 
2007        801       298    157 
2008        805       297    139 
2009        808       291    130 
2010        812       301    130 
2011        809       295    120 
2012        801       290    120 
2013        817       240    121 
 
 Through the following recommendations, it is our hope to turn our decline  
to an increase in our membership and attendance both in worship and Sunday 
school. 
 



DAVIE COUNTY DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
 
POPULATION 
 
In the period from 2013 to 2018 the population is projected to grow 3.3% from 
41,270 to 42,612.  The population within the county is growing somewhat slower 
than the statewide growth rate.  While the county is projected to grow by 3.3% in 
the next five years, the state is projected to grow by 6.6%. 
 
RACIAL TRENDS 
 
Whites make up 85% of the population; Black/African Americans are 6%; and 
Hispanic/Latino are 6%.  These percentages are expected to remain the same in the 
next five years. 
 
AGE TRENDS 
 
The average age of the county has been rising for several years and is higher than 
the state average.  In 2013 the average age was 41.35 and is projected to increase to 
42.31 by 2018.  The average age in North Carolina in 2013 was 38.31 and is 
projected to be 39.13 in 2018. 
 
SCHOOL AGE CHILDEN TRENDS 
 
Overall, children are aging through, but there is some evidence of a resurgence of 
children in the younger years.  As a percentage of all school-aged children, early 
elementary children ages 5-9 are projected to increase by 2.5% from 2013 to 2018. 
 
HOUSEHOLD INCOME 
 
In Davie County the 2013 estimated average household income is $67,643.  The 
average household income is projected to grow by 8% to $73,026 in 2018. 
 
HOUSEHOLD AND CHILDREN TRENDS 
 
Of the households with children under 18, married couple households are 
increasing as a percentage while single parent households are decreasing.  Davie 
County’s percentage of married couple households is higher than the state 
percentage and the percentage of single parent households is less than the state 
percentage of single parent households.  In 2018 the percentage of single parent 
households is projected to be 24% and married couple households to be 76% of the 
total. 
 
Source:  www.missionsite.org 
 
 



PROPOSED MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 The mission of First United Methodist Church is to believe in Jesus Christ as 
Lord, to receive the power of the Holy Spirit, and to respond to the needs of others 
with the love of God the Father. 
 
MINISTRY NEEDS 
 

I. To strengthen and enhance our ministry to children and youth by: 
 
A. Evaluating our current programs regarding their effectiveness           

in reaching children and youth for Christ.  (Education Committee); 
 

B. Making membership aware of the need for committed volunteers 
to children and youth ministries. (Education Committee) 
 

 
II.  To strengthen and enhance our ministry to young adults by: 
 

A.  Developing an additional contemporary worship service in the 
Family Life Center as a third worship service opportunity; 
(Worship Committee) 

 
B.  Reviewing and exploring the current Sunday school concept and 

the possibility of a small group format. (Education Committee) 
 

III. To strengthen and enhance our ministry to families by: 
 
A. Developing a Family Ministry Committee to explore needs of          

families and provide appropriate opportunities.  For example, 
marriage enrichment, parents’ night out, parenting classes. 

 
   

IV.  To strengthen and enhance our ministry to existing members by: 
 

A. Keeping the existing 8:45 a.m. Early Light service; (Worship)  
     

B. Reviewing current Sunday school concept; (Education) 
 

C. Developing a Congregational Care Ministry to oversee the 
development of and/or the activities of the following: 
1. Stephen Ministry 
2. Spiritual gifts studies 
3. Shepherding (Bereavement) Committee  
4. Joy Team 
5. Transportation to Church Activities  



STAFF NEEDS 
 
 To effectively meet the ministry needs we have identified above we propose 
the following in the area of staff: 
 

I. Develop part-time position(s) to enhance programs, as needed. 
 
II. Place preschool, after school care and summer camp program under 

one Director. 
 
 
 
FACILITY NEEDS 
 
 To effectively meet the ministry needs we have identified above, we propose 
the following in the area of facilities: 
 

I. Administrative Board will form a study committee to : 
 

A. Evaluate how efficiently we are using our current 
facilities’ spaces; 

B. Reallocate space for youth, i.e., create recreation space 
behind the Family Life Center and/or make use of 
basement of the Family Life Center; 

C. Investigate Phase II of the plan drawn up by the 
architect, John Fuller wherein the music area behind the 
sanctuary is extended and replaces the Fellowship Hall; 

D. Develop nursery space in the Family Life Center, 
possibly in the existing youth room. 

 
 

II. Meet accessibility requirements (Trustees) 
 

III. Ongoing investigation into the acquisition of the following 
properties:  warehouse behind the Family Life Center owned 
by Calvin Phelps and the lot and house beside the Family Life 
Center owned by Dorothy Horn.  (Trustees) 

 
IV. Continue to work on the internet accessibility for property on 

both sides of the street.  (Trustees) 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
 We suggest the formation of another Joel Committee in two (2) to four (4) 
years to evaluate our progress and make future plans. 
 


